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County Chamber of Commerce, of Santa 
Rosa, California on the occasion of their 25th 
anniversary celebration. 

The mission of the Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce is to promote and support Sonoma 
County businesses with a commitment to-
wards creating a healthy business environ-
ment through education, civic, and economic 
programs. They are an association of individ-
uals, organizations, and business profes-
sionals working together to enhance our local 
economy and foster a positive cultural image. 

The Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of 
Sonoma County was founded in the spring of 
1987, and has since greatly expanded its 
membership and endeavors. Originally known 
as the Latino Breakfast Club, it formalized into 
a network of professionals, entrepreneurs, 
business people, and community leaders— 
Hispanic and non-Hispanic—who recognize 
the importance of the Hispanic community and 
its impact on society. 

In the last 24 years, the Chamber has 
raised over $280,000 for the Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce Scholarship Fund, which 
has been distributed to over 300 students liv-
ing in Sonoma County. These scholarships 
have helped many rising Latino students reach 
their goals by supporting their financial needs. 
Bilingual parent/student workshops were insti-
tuted in order to complement the scholarship 
program, and have since provided information 
on FAFSA, financial aid, and the college tran-
sition. 

In order to get further involved in the com-
munity, the Sonoma County Chamber of Com-
merce established the Leadership Academy, 
modeled after the well-respected program de-
veloped by the Press Democrat, The Press 
Democrat Leadership Forum. The Leadership 
Academy was created with the objectives of 
encouraging a new generation of leaders in 
Sonoma County and facilitating an ongoing 
dialogue that helps members of the Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce understand all the 
ways our hometowns are changing. 

Members of the Sonoma County Hispanic 
Network have an opportunity to create a dif-
ference in the community. Through the mem-
bership their voices are heard in the political, 
social, economic, and educational arenas. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time 
that we acknowledge The Sonoma County 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce for their ex-
traordinary work. 
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RECOGNIZING MR. WADE NOR-
WOOD OF ROCHESTER, NEW 
YORK, WINNER OF THE ‘‘ROCK IN 
THE POND’’ AWARD 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, it is my es-
teemed honor to recognize Mr. Wade Nor-
wood of the Finger Lakes Health Systems 
Agency (FLHSA) in Rochester, New York, who 
was today awarded the ‘‘Rock in the Pond’’ 
Unsung Heroes of Public Health Award by the 
Campaign for Public Health. I am immensely 
proud of Wade and the work that he and the 
FLHSA do for the citizens of Rochester. 

Wade has dedicated his life to ensuring 
long-term community change for today’s fami-

lies and future generations. When it comes to 
public health, he is a true ‘‘rock in the pond’’— 
advocating for the betterment of our commu-
nity, with a keen interest for the underserved 
and the most vulnerable. He gives a voice to 
those who do not have one, and advocates 
health care equity for all, whether in his role 
as Director of Community Engagement at the 
FLHSA, as Pastor of the Holy Jerusalem Spir-
itual Church in Rochester, NY, or as a mem-
ber of the New York State Board of Regents. 

At FLHSA, Wade plays a crucial role in con-
vening programs that improve public health, 
such as the local Partnership for the Unin-
sured, the Rochester Area Task Force on 
AIDS, the Coalition to Prevent Lead Poi-
soning, the African-American Health Coalition 
and the Latino Health Coalition, and Healthi 
Kids, among others. He has been the face 
and voice of statewide health care improve-
ment as he has led the FLHSA’s effort to re-
duce health disparities, helping to shape the 
Agency’s community engagement efforts and 
providing leadership to issues that have a tre-
mendous impact on the health of the city of 
Rochester and the Finger Lakes region. He 
heads up a program called Healthi Kids, which 
advocates for policy changes that prevent 
childhood obesity, and which has resulted in 
returning recess into Rochester City School 
District (RCSD) elementary schools and work-
ing with the RCSD to provide healthier, more 
nutritional and culturally relevant meals during 
the school year and summer camps. As a re-
sult, approximately 30,000 children and youth 
receive healthier school meals daily. 

Wade also convenes the Coalition to Pre-
vent Lead Poisoning in Rochester, an edu-
cation and advocacy organization composed 
of nearly 100 individuals and community orga-
nizations dedicated to eliminating childhood 
lead poisoning in Monroe County. The pro-
gram received the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s (EPA) Environmental Justice 
Achievement Award for its leadership in com-
munity-based efforts to prevent childhood lead 
poisoning. It has influenced major lead-related 
public policy changes, including a local lead 
ordinance requiring inspections for lead paint 
hazards. 

Under Wade’s leadership, the High Blood 
Pressure Collaborative aims to reduce the in-
cidence of hypertension and its devastating ef-
fects (heart disease, kidney disease, and 
stroke) through a collaborative approach and 
community engagement. The program in-
cludes working with employers to establish 
worksite wellness initiatives, collaborating with 
faith and community based organizations in 
inner city neighborhoods where residents find 
barriers in accessing care, and working with 
health providers to improve their practices’ 
control rate of high blood pressure. In 2012 
alone, the Collaborative provided over 7,000 
face-to-face blood pressure readings and con-
sultations, and another 6,000 with kiosks stra-
tegically located in public facilities, such as li-
braries. 

Wade has expanded the roles of the Health 
Disparities/African American and Latino Health 
Coalitions to ensure there is a community 
table that is truly representative, and that all 
voices are heard. Wade and the members of 
the coalitions address diseases of deep im-
pact to minorities, which include metabolic 
syndrome and high blood pressure. This effort 
included engaging 19 churches—including his 
own—with a membership in excess of 5,000 

minority congregants, to engage in screening 
and health literacy programs. 

Wade also led the Partnership on the Unin-
sured in its evaluation of insurance coverage 
barriers, defining community-wide strategies to 
address these barriers, and implementing a 
strategic approach to diminishing the number 
of those without health insurance. 

Whether it is through his extensive work 
with FLHSA, on volunteer boards, in his par-
ish, or in the many civic roles he holds, Wade 
embodies the ‘‘Rock in the Pond’’ award he 
has received. He makes a difference in the 
health and well-being of all in our community. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring Mr. 
Wade Norwood for his commitment, his self-
lessness, and his passion to improve the 
health and lives of all those around him. 
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HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MUSEUM OF HIS-
TORY & INDUSTRY AND THE 
GRAND OPENING OF ITS NEW 
MUSEUM AT LAKE UNION PARK 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the 60th anniversary of the Museum 
of History & Industry (MOHAI) in Seattle, and 
to salute the museum as it prepares for the 
Grand Opening of its new museum at Lake 
Union Park on December 29, 2012. 

Since its founding in 1952, MOHAI has es-
tablished itself as the preeminent history cen-
ter in the Seattle region, engaging over 
100,000 visitors and 17,000 students and their 
teachers each year in the exploration of the 
history, character and development of Seattle 
and the Central Puget Sound region. 

Drawing on a collection of more than 4 mil-
lion historic artifacts, archives, photographs 
and oral histories, MOHAI exhibits and pro-
grams bring visitors face-to-face with the chal-
lenges of the past so that they can make in-
formed decisions for the future. Working with 
school districts from across the region, MOHAI 
programs foster the civic literacy which is so 
essential to a strong community, and the mu-
seum provides a full range of scholarship 
services so that all students have access to 
the power of history. 

With the opening of its expansive new mu-
seum in the landmark Naval Reserve Armory 
at Lake Union Park, MOHAI is poised to 
launch a history museum distinguished by 
leading edge technology, research and edu-
cational programs, which will serve the Seattle 
area for the 21st Century. 

In recognition of its excellence, MOHAI is 
accredited by the American Alliance of Muse-
ums, is an official affiliate of the Smithsonian 
Institution, and was selected by Museum Mag-
azine as one of the 60 international ‘‘museums 
that matter.’’ 

As we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 
Museum of History & Industry, I would like to 
convey my congratulations to MOHAI on the 
opening of its new museum and its expanding 
work to ensure that the lessons of history are 
shared with generations to come. 
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HONORING NATHAN WILONDEK 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Mr. Nathan Wilondek, of Defiance 
Ohio. Mr. Wilondek was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross on Monday, November 
12 during a Veterans Day program at Tinora 
High School 

The Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) is a 
military decoration awarded to any officer or 
enlisted member of the United States Armed 
Forces who distinguishes himself or herself in 
support of operations by ‘‘heroism or extraor-
dinary achievement while participating in an 
aerial flight, subsequent to November 11, 
1918.’’ 

Wilondek was a Warrant Office 1 helicopter 
pilot serving in the Republic of Vietnam. On 
August 18, 1969, WO1 Wilondek volunteered 
along with his crew to fly a resupply mission 
to an infantry company that had become com-
pletely surrounded by the NVA. Without 
gunship cover WO1 Wilondek and his crew 
(Wallace Honda, Stewart Brooks, and Terry 
Paxton) flew nap of the earth down a hillside 
and hovered the UH–1 Huey low enough to 
drop ammo and supplies to the embattled in-
fantrymen. 

The entire time the re-supply was hap-
pening the NVA were hitting the helicopter 
with accurate small arms fire, and WO1 
Wilondek’s door gunner was unable to return 
fire because the US troops were too closely 
intermingled with NVA in close combat. It was 
determined that without the re-supply effort of 
WO1 Wilondek and his crew, the infantry unit 
would have been completely overrun by NVA, 
instead they survived. Mr. Wilondek is award-
ed this DFC for his heroism that day. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in the acknowledgment of Nathan Wilondek’s 
heroism and recognize his service and dedica-
tion to our country. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, I missed re-
corded votes last week attending to official 
business back in the district. If I had been 
here, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall No. 
609; ‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall No. 610; ‘‘yea’’ on Roll-
call No. 611; ‘‘nay’’ on Rollcall No. 612; and 
‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall No. 613. 
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CONGRATULATING MR. LARRY 
LANG OF HOLMES COUNTY 

HON. BOB GIBBS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Mr. 
Larry Lang of Big Prairie, OH who has spent 
over twenty years of his life serving the 
Holmes County community through the Red 

Cross, local school boards, Farm Bureau and 
other programs with outstanding dedication, 
honor and merit. Mr. Lang is a model citizen 
and his efforts are truly inspiring. He has been 
an excellent example and partner in working 
with the Amish community and his amazing ef-
forts in recruiting platelet donors have saved 
countless lives. 

Mr. Lang’s strong relationship with the 
Amish community in Holmes County has re-
sulted in an Amish representative being 
present on the Holmes County Chapter board 
and has led to thousands of hours of volunteer 
service from the Amish community. Mr. Lang 
has served as assistant director of the Holmes 
County Chapter of the American Red Cross 
and is the recipient of this year’s prestigious 
Biomedical Partnership Award from the Amer-
ican Red Cross for his tremendous efforts re-
sulting in 490 donors, 3600 platelet units and 
approximately 6100 single donor platelet units. 
Mr. Lang personally made over 300 trips to 
support, donate and bring donors to the 
Cleveland apheresis center. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud and honored to 
represent a man who has worked tirelessly on 
behalf of others and who has made such a 
positive and lasting impact on my community. 
I ask all of our colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Mr. Larry Lang for receiving the 
Biomedical Partnership Award from the Amer-
ican Red Cross. 
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CARRIE BAZEWICZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Carrie 
Bazewicz for her service to our community 
and receiving the 2012 Mayor of Golden’s 
Award for Excellence. 

Carrie brought the Environmental Learning 
for the Future program to Mitchell Elementary 
in Golden, Colorado. This program promotes 
the understanding and appreciation of the nat-
ural world to each of the young students. Her 
commitment to the education of the children in 
Golden serves as a model for teachers 
throughout the state of Colorado and our na-
tion. 

Carrie exemplifies education and preserva-
tion of Golden’s beauty. She encourages and 
empowers her students as an enthusiastic, 
supportive classroom volunteer. 

As a recipient of one of the Mayor of 
Golden’s 2012 Awards for Community Excel-
lence, Carrie was chosen based on her out-
standing initiatives, leadership, problem-solv-
ing, and community values, all of which di-
rectly aided the community of Golden in its 
great success this past year. 

Carrie Bazewicz has been a champion in 
the community and I am honored to congratu-
late her on receiving the 2012 Mayor of 
Golden’s Award for Excellence. I am sure she 
will exhibit the same dedication and commit-
ment to all her future endeavors. 

HONORING UNITED STATES COAST 
GUARD VETERANS 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor our veterans. 

There are no words that can express the 
gratitude that the American people owe all of 
the men and women who choose to serve the 
United States of America in the armed serv-
ices. We are all humbled by the sacrifice they 
make—knowingly putting themselves in harm’s 
way while also leaving loved ones behind. 
This commitment is the mark of America’s fin-
est citizens and those who answer to a higher 
calling. Allow me to honor, from the United 
States Coast Guard: Sammie Stewart, Jr., 
Steven Bernard Rising, Omar K. Payton, 
Shane J. Nicholas, Randy Kevin Jopp, Jr., 
David R. Hetticher, Andrea Naomi Johnson, 
Christopher Daniels, William O’Boyle, Jacob 
G. Bryan, Sandy Guerra, Eric Driggs; from the 
National Security Agency: Allyn C. McKinney. 

Finally, it is not our tanks, weapons or ma-
chinery that make the United States Armed 
Forces the best military in the world. It is our 
young men and women who serve profes-
sionally with honor and distinction. If not for 
these exemplary citizens, freedom and the 
American way of life would not be safe and 
secure. For these sacrifices, we respect and 
should commend their service everyday of the 
year. Congress has designated, November 
11th 2012 as the official day showing our grat-
itude. 

Please join me in honoring these American 
heroes for their bravery and sacrifice in de-
fense of this great nation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION 
TO CREATE A HOUSE SELECT 
COMMITTEE ON THE TERRORIST 
ATTACK ON THE U.S. CON-
SULATE IN BENGHAZI, LIBYA 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today I have intro-
duced a resolution to establish a House Select 
Committee on the Terrorist Attack in Benghazi 
to ensure a unified investigation of the attack 
and the Obama Administration’s response. A 
select committee is essential to combine the 
myriad existing investigations into a single, 
comprehensive and exhaustive review. I be-
lieve such a combined effort will yield even 
more information regarding the true nature of 
these terrorist attacks and the administration’s 
response. 

More than 80 days have passed since the 
terrorist attack on the U.S. consulate and 
annex that occurred during the late evening 
and early morning hours of September 11–12. 
The attack took the lives of four Americans, in-
cluding a U.S. ambassador—the first ambas-
sador to be killed in the line of duty since 
1979. Yet the American people still have been 
told little about the timeline of this attack and 
the administration’s response in the hours, 
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